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ROOTS OF THE HARRISON COUNTY BICYCLE ASSOCIATION
- by Bill Foster

I was introduced to the wonderful world of adult bicycling by a friend
where I worked in Midland, Michigan, a town of attractive, quiet, flat
streets surrounded by flat farm and forrest country. When I returned
to West Virginia in fall 1975, I feared I might have to give up biking
-..all that traffic, bad roads, so many hills, no biking friends, etc.
. ..but not without trying. Much to my surprise, I soon discovered I'd
been wrong on all counts: traffic in clarksburg was tolerable, there
were many quiet back roads with good paving and long valleys, hills
were manageable, sometimes even fun, and best of all I found the friends
I didn't expect. Leaving Clarksburg east on Main Street one nippy day
I spied a short, snappy pace line and I tagged on, surviving until they
stopped in Bridgeport, and met Ron Jenkins, brother-in-laws J.P. and
Greg Alonso and Dave Scott, who had all started biking together about
two years earlier. We discovered we'd all gone to TOSRV'74 "together."
(The Tour of the Scioto River Valley sends about 3,000 odd cyclists
from Columbus, Ohio 104 miles south to Portsmouth on the Kentucky
border on Saturday for an equal return on Mother's Day Sunday.)

The only Clarksburg bicyclist in the League of American Wheelmen (LAW)
directory when I came, Alan Beirlein and I talked a mutual friend,
Edgar Matthey into taking up biking at the age of 66, and we found
others, Bruce Boomer, Ray Mills, Ron Turner and Jim Weaver. When Alan
first suggested organizing a club, he was about to finish his residency
at UHC, get married and move to Indiana, and I was too busy.

As West Virginia area rep. for the League, I'd developed
contacts around the state, and in 1977 we got together
for a weekend tour coinciding ‘with the opening of the
magnificent new bridge over the New River gorge. In 1978
the president of the League, Jim Kehew, whose mother

‘ ) lived in Glenville, came from Pennsylvania to join our
Tuesday, April 17 second Gorgeous New River Tour. Meanwhile, we Harrison
mcycizwaUB County cyclists did other riding and touring together
srganization masling - including returns to TOSRV, a weekend tour to Blackwater

Falls and several national League rallys. Over the

winter of 1978 we decided it was time to organize.

In the spring of 1979, I circulated fliers and 14 people
met April 17 at the Clarksburg-Harrison Public Library
and made it official. We let Ron Jenkins leave early,

and then elected him President, followed by Edgar Matthey

at the
Clarksburg-Harrisdn Publiz Library

How is the fima o stari
Biking again,

‘attending

GREG ALONSO as our V.P./Road Captain and Bill Foster as our Secretary
PAT ANDERSON -Treasurer. Dues were set at $5/7 family andwe affiliated
BILL FOSTER with the League of American Wheelmen.
LEE GUSTAFSON v
TOM HUNT RON JENKINS was/is a cable splicer MOST IMPRESSIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT
SIDNEY JACKSON “for C&P/Bell Atlantic, involved in SUMMER, 1979 (rated G)
RON JENKINS all the pioneering fiber optics Sandy Weaver joined a group of

: work in this area. WILLIAM EDGAR local male chauvinist pigs on TOSRV

D MATTHEY ; . ; ] i :
EDGAR MATTHEY was/is a retired Salem High in May (Ron Jenkins, ‘Bill Foster,

BRADMMEEES School industrial arts teacher and Byyce Boomer, Jack & Greg Schillace,
SAeK Sont Army lst sgt.E-8 company adminis- J.P. Alonso and Jim Weaver) and
JACK SCHILLACE trator for 22% years, active(Korea) zgtounded the -gaggle of them by
RON TURNER and Guard. BILL FOSTER was/is an  puching Jim and their tandem the

TED UNDERWOOD  architect

JEAN WARNE whole 200 miles + for the weekend.
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Ron Jenkins 622-8081
Edgar Matthey 782-2229

President
Roud Captain

Secretary-~Treasurcy
JULY -~ AUGUST 1979

GREAT START !

pill Foster 623-2736
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The lHarrison County Bicycle Association, organized in

April, 1979 to promote safe and enjoyable bicyecling, now has 26 paid

members,

afternoons, with 18 c¢yelisits on our first Brushy Fork

with more clawmoring to sign up. We have had some memorable

excursion in May

and 25 people {including non-bikers) at our June picnic at Edgar's.
In between were some rainy days, a few small groups, many good times
and the pleasant discovery of new friends. Its time for another round.

We found thirty charter members in 1979,

our first

year (see below), almost all from Harrison County,

about 2/3 male,

1/3 female. Almost 2/3 were repeat

bikers, and just about everyone liked to picnic,
so we had good crowds for one in June at Edgar's
and another in September at Ron & Jean Turner's at

Lake Floyd.
good groups went to TOSRV,

Meanwhile, we had many good rides and
the Appalachian Spring

Spectacular in Morgantown, GEAR in Harrisonburg,
Virginia and the Mt. State Wheelers' Cass Century.
Our own first September Century had four 100 mile

riders and four 50 mile bikers,

and getting a free (shuttled)

riding past Arden
ten mile coast from

the pass on Route 38 east of Valley Furnace.
All three officers were re-elected in October.

The Pathfinder in Morgantown was

the only real bike shop in the area.
Working with Bruce Summers were Chip
Wamsley, Rube Fellicelli, Norm
Strauss and others. Morgantown also
had an active student group led by
Tom Kalina, Rich Harper, Cliff Cox
and Jeff McClure, Jeff Anderson and
a few others. . The only other action
was ‘with the Mountain state Wheelers
- in the Kanawha Valley.

FREEWEL ERLING

AMITRICA

The TeansamaricaYrail and new Loop Trails

A CROSS-COUNTRY ADVENTURE FiLM

YUESDAY, NOVEMBER & 7:00pm
CLARKSBURG/HARRISON PUBLIC LIBRARY

sponsored by
HARRISON COUNTY BICYCLE ASSOCIATION

AUGUST MEETING PROGRAM !

Bruce Boomer will show slides
featuring his Furopeam cycling
tour last swumer. Bruce is from
Nutter Fort, now Morgantown, and
he had quite a trip. These shots,
with his biking stories, should
give you big ideas. Remember,
AUGUST 7, 7:00 P.M. at the
Clarksburg-Harrison Library.

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Blackwater Falls Weekend
GCamping Tour for August 4-5,
could use some help carrying
gear and establishing campsites.

charter members

P. ALONSO

N N J.
ACROSE DAVE ANDERSON FAMILY
PAT ANDERSON
ALAN BEIRLEIN
DONNA ERTCKSON FAMILY
BILL FOSTER
LEE & MARTHA GUSTAFSON FAMILY
SID JACKSON FAMILY
RON & JANE JENKINS FAMILY
SUE KITTREDGE
HOWARD MALL
WILLIAM EDGAR MATTHEY
RAY MILLS FAMILY
JACK SCHILLACE FAMILY
RON & JEAN TURNER
TED UNDERWOOD FAMILY
JEAN, WARNE
JIM & SANDY WEAVER FAMILY
TERRING & TERRY WEAVER FAMILY

Complete
Century {

vda ¥.
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Thursday, Sept,. 27, 1978

Area %ﬁ%@fg

Six hxmdred mﬂes for the

That was the combme&

' mileage of eight bicyelists

participating in the Far»
rison County Bicyels
Asgsociation’s “f‘eptembss.
Scenie  Sanctivned Ceon-
tury® tour Bunday, Sept.
23. Four bikers compieted
the full 100 mile roule,
termed a century, and four

 bikers rode a 56 wile Lalf-'

century. :
The tour Weﬁ§ pax‘t of &
program of the League of

CAgnerican Whealmen, the

national

crganization -of
bicyelists,

which exn-

‘eourages bicyelisis {o tvst
~their coadit ionlng

and
demonsirates the extegor-
dinary distances at-
tainable by ;“aderataiy
conditicned oyelists, Last
year over U bikers
thiroughout the nation com-
pietu‘i a cenbury ride in
September. Five thousand
more recorded half
guarter-centuries
program.v

Losoal 4

in the

#ills of bfadaﬁ"n)at {o €6~

vear-gld  Wikliam hdg,
Waithey of Bristol, and in-
cluded Ray Mills of
Bridgeport and Bill Foster,
Clarksburg., Hall-cenlury
bikers were club president
Ron .Jenkins and Leec
Gustafzon of Clarksburg,
Bruce Boomer of Nulier
Fort:and J. P. Alonso.of.
Parkersburg.

“The all-day tour through

‘the rolling hills east of
-Clarksburg included a pies.

aie lunch on rocl in the
middle of t{he Tygart
Valley & wer eastof Arden,
; t dowzn
stional
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TELLING IT LIKE IT IS ...

HEATH HENKINS, six year old son of
President Ron & Jane, came out for
our March 28 Brushy Fork ride from
Bridgeport. As usual, we stalled,
hoping you might show. “Hey!"
exclaimed Heath, IS THIS A BIKING .
CLUB OR A TALKING CLUB ?"

1996 #5
page 4
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By Bill Foster
Clarksburg, W. Va.
For the Statesman

Editor’s note: Susan Nototangelo sef a
bicycling record July 13. She left Santa
Monica, Calif. July 1at 6 p.m. and arrived
in New York City July 13 at 1:15 p.m.,,
making the total trip in 11 days, 16 hours
and 19 minutes, The day before her
journey’s end she passed through Grafton.
Bill Foster accompanied her from
Clarksburg to Backbone Mountain.

JULY 12— They glided softly, ef--

fortless!y along the riverside in a pool of -

light from the van. The hard part would
. come soon enough.
“Is that the town?” she inquired.
“Yes, that’s Grafton,” he responded.
“When they built the new-road to by-pass-
it, they went over the hill behind those
lights up there. Now turn here, cross the
" bridge and we’re downtown. Our hill starts

HCBA members had the opportunity to
meet or ride with Susan Notorangelo
as she passed through Clarksburg on
her way to a Trans-America record.

from the second light.”

He was just along for the mommg,
moral support, tips on the route. She was
going for records. He'd soon turn back to
Clarksburg, worn out.by the hills and the
pace. She would continue on for ancther

-day and a half for almost continuous
- cycling to New York City, setting a world
record for a woman bicycling across the

United States. Indeed, it would become the - -

fastest time for any person, and would
have beaten all records before last year.
Along the way she would again become
groggy, exhausted, unable fo go on; but
with"a massage and an hour of sleep, she
would be up and pushing on to her in-
credible goal— Santa Monica to New York
City by bicycle'in under 12 days.-

" Now it was just a delight: 5 am. in

downtown Grafton, a cool and silent stage -

set, the empty street framed in softly Iit
facades solemnly noting her passing in
the dark of the night.-

“Grafton  used to be a dirty railroad

center, but it's a lot cleaner now." Diesels
hummed in the freight yard below. None
would get to New York so fast- too many’
yards and switches , always waiting for .
men and schedules. “Grafton’s claim to
fame is that it is the home of Anna Jarvis,
who ‘invented Mother’s Day here.- Her
home church is a local shrine.” -

t “Ilike it. It’s a nice town. I'll remember
l ."

They approached the second light,
which obligingly turned green as they
passed and began to climb. Bicycling
became work again. No one noticed, no
one cheered, no one even knew she was
there. She would soon forget Grafton in the
clamor and excitement of the Big Apple
and her ultimate victory, but later,
relaxing at home in St. Louis, Susan
Notorangelo would remémber Grafton
and smile with pleasure. It was a nice
town, a mellow moment in a 3,000 mxle
kaleidoscope.

Sixty-Eight bicyclists attended Thrite BEST VWeekend, June Z6 & 27 at Jackson's
Mill, cosponsored by the Harrison County Bicycle Association and the Mountain
State Wheelars Bicycle Club. WGather was again favorable, in spite of dire

predictions. It only rained a bit Saturday evening at program time.

Praise

Bill Foster, Robert E. Lee and Jim
Weavexr on his recumbent all rode with
her, and Sandy Weaver, William Edgar
Matthey, Howard Mall, Joe Leroy and
Don, Paula and Jill Campbell also came-
to the TowncHouse Motel Sunday evening
(after our West Union Buffet Ride),
where WBOY-TV 12 Sports Director Don
Graye taped an interview for the Monday
evening news.

Vhen we left at 10:30 p.m,, we knew
she was done in by the hills, but who
was this singing as she rode through
Clarksburg just after 3 a.m., heading
east into the mountains, fresh and
strong? As for Bill, Don, Ron & Jim,
the glory of heroes is short, Biking
from Clarksburg to Shippensburg, Pa.

in five days had sounded impressive
until Lon Haldeman, Susan's codach,
said, "If she is on the rocad by 3 a.m.,
we should get to Shippensburg by 9 p.me™®
Considering she got to New York isn 34
hours, we may have to recomsider our
woekend tours.

In a phone oconversation the following
week, Susan noted that they did, indeed

was heard and appreciated for the Mill's food and facilities and the excellent
enlivened the evening

biking roads. Dan Tabler, Jackson's Mill Coordinator,

discussion and

Slides,

program with an autoharp performance and sing-along.
the usual promise of patches were also in the program.

STEADY Now BOVS — Harrison County Clarksburg as Edwin Propst of the Images

b {left to right}
thliam Fosler Ronald L. Jenkins and Wil-
liam E. Mathey, ride slowly (and a bit
precariously) down Linden Avenue in

get
her
was

to Shippensburg by sundown; that

massuese told her an hour of massage
worth five hours sleepf{that explains.

stoft photographs !‘1em m their blcycllng
garb, with the
who left his shorts and helmet at homa.

ASTOUNDING RESULTS OF THE "GREAT AMERICAN BIKE RACE!"

1982

our
she didn't lose a pound on the trip,
that except for a nap on the Staten
Island Ferry she didntt get any sleep
until 10 p.m, ~ too much excitement,
and that she appreciated our interest.

She was interviewed last week by ABC-TV

for an unknown date on *Widé World of
Sporta,™ and hopes to see us again in
August, coming through in support of
Lon Haldeman in the "Great American
Bilke Race. oOh, yes,..she said she
really enjoyed the West Virginia hills,

five days — Nowif wehad a masseuse...)

Santa Monica, California - 2976 miles - New York City, New York

Lon Haldeman 9 days, 20 hours, 2 minutes
John Howard 10 days, 10 hours, 59 minutes
Michasl Shermer 10 days, 19 hours, 54 minutes
John Marino: - 12 days, 7 hours, 37 minutes

They began at 10 A.M. August 4th, and came' through our area starting with
Lon Haldeman siipping through the afternoon of August 12%h. Ron Jenkins,
J.P. Alonso and Bill Foster gave auto chase, took a few pictures and
welcomed Lon and Susan back to our "Wild, Wonderful West Virginia."

John Howard passed completely undiscovered on Friday, then Michael Shermer
was found the same afternocon and joined by club officers for short rides
through here., John Marino came Saturday evening, with BPdgar Matthey and
Joe Leroy sharing a few miles with him,
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In 1983 we brought back a popular Morgantown ride, the { APPALAGHIAN

Appalachian Spring Spectacular, so 39 bikers (12 HCBA)
could ride in smow flurries.
Notorangelo and IL.on Haldeman were married in June and
came through Clarksburg biking to a 10 day 20:23 tandem
transcontinental record for their honeymoon. Club

We took 13 to TOSRV.

o | O | ‘ZNG

SPECTACULAR }

members chipped in for a wedding gift. Lon won the reorganized "Race
Across AMerica" in August and ten of us escaped the 104°F city heat on
our Blackwater Falls Tour into the cool ? mountains. Edgar Matthey and
Bill Foster were on the September "American Wheelmen" cover fixing a tire

for a friend at GEAR Slippery Rock.

Fly by Bike became our new September

Century route and six Fall Color Toured the Eastern Panhandle. New
members included Philip Calise (Salem) and Dr. Wade Stoughton (Morgantown).

In 1984 eight year old Heath Jenkins, Ron & Jane's firstborn, biked with us

to Towson/Baltimore for a GEAR rally and 20 members attended
the Fifth BEST Weekend (70 total).
trials onBig Flint Road. Several members participated in
the first Lake Floyd Triathlon, which was sponsored by Lake
Floyd Club. Our Third Fall Color Tour went southeast again
with Don Campbell, Bill Foster, Ron & Heath Jenkins, Bob Lee
Our October picnic meeting,
again at Ron & Jean Turner's at Lake Floyd, elected some new
officers: J. P. Alonso president, Don Campbell v.p./road
captain, and Bill Foster again secretary/treasurer.
members included Joe & Donna Cocalis, Al & Fern Dieffenbach,

and (partway) J. P. Alonso.

Marcel Huet and the Paul Moses family.
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WHAT I DID THIS SUMMER by HEATH JENKINS

ACTUALLY, I'm not writing this,
because ['m only eight years old,
and my fourth grade teacher won't
expect me to do it, (T hope.) Bill
and Nad asked me these qguestions.
While I'm proud of what I did, I
don't go around talking muchabout it.

JIM WEAVER, DON CAMPBELL, BILL FOSTER
DAD (Ron Jenkins) AND I biked about
420 miles to a big rally of bikers
(at Towson, Maryland) near Baltimore.
It tooka week because some of these
guys were a bit slow, and ve wanted
to see some interesting places in
Pennsylvania, We stopped to eat a
iot, too, and that was pretty good.

ANYBODY COULD DO IT if they get in
shape. I rode a lot after school
and went to some club rides, sc¢ I
didn't worry nmuch about being able
to do it. The first mountain was
the hardest; after that, sometimes
it was too hot and I got tired, and
one day my legs were sore, but it
wasnt't so hard, and lots of things
were interesting. The only time it
was difficult keeping up with the
big guys was when we were flying
down the mountains. Carrying bhags
and stuff was okay; I only noticed
it some starting out, Luckily, T
didn't have any flat tires.like Dad
and Jim, or broken spokes like Don.

AT NIGHT WE CAMPED, Dadt's tent was
okay except the night it rained,
when it seemed to closein onus. The
best place we camped hada swimming
pool, much nicer than the Potomac

Rivey, which was cold, with a stony -

bottom. Otherwise, I liked the C&O
Canal Towpath too, and would like to
do more biking there. It was the
only place I didn't wear my helmet,

1984 #3
page 5

(told to Bill Foster)

IN PENNSYLVANIA, we went through some
plices T'd seen recently, (Gettysburg
and ) Hanover, and then went to the

Amish country where I remember several

interesting things, like where we ware
climbing a long hill in the woods, and
met a boy going downhill on a scooater.
It was alse fun following and passing
a horse and buggy once, and riding an
old steam train (in Strasburg.)

AT THE RALLY, we took a: ride downtown

to the new aquarium, which has a forest

on top of the fish tanks, and the fort
(McHenry, where the Star Spangled
Banner was flown), and an open~air
market, and they were all great.,
went to a workshop for fixing bikes,
though I'd rather let Dad do it, and
saw another about biking in Europe.

We also saw a bike which had two people
riding sid-by-side, and a lot of great

antique bikes, including some in a race.

NEXT YEAR, maybe It1l get to go on
TOSRV with Dad and Uncle J.P.. Then,
maybe we can go to another GEAR in
Lexington, Kentucky.

{No equipment freak, Heath had to look
"What color is your bike 7~

when I asked,
He rides a red, 16% frame Gitane with
about 22" wheels, He didn't pay much
attention to the admiring glances: from

two girls at a Pennsylvania Dairy Queen,
either, but otherwise he is a perfectly
normal, careful, steady biker who waits

patiently at the top of the mountains
for his friends on a 75 mile day and

c;l.ea.ns up his end of the dinner table.)

———

We conducted 10 mile time

'
1 o
;
1

I also

Leroy Places
in Marathon

Joe Leroy of" Stone.
wood finished with a
2:38.21 clocking to place
502nd in the Boston Mar-
athon'‘Monday.

It was the fastest tim-
ing ever in the raco for
Leroy, 32, who'works for
a local insurance f{irm.
A total of 7,000 runners
participated in the race.
It was the sixth time
in which Leroy has run
in the marathon. ‘

New

®

GOOD FOR ONE STANDARD
LUNCH DAG PREPARATION

POST-RIDE MASSAGE
for one long day ride with
HARRISON COUNTY BICYCLE ASSOCIATION

signed
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hcba

®

.

HCBA TEN MILE TIME TRIYAL RESULTS

July Auvgust
DON CAMPBELL 30:55
BILL FOSTER 28:44
*DANNY JACKSON 27:15
HEATH JENKINS 3h:40 34:48

RON JENKINS 29:10 29:08

JOE LEROY 33:57* 24:39
EDGAR MATTHEY 39:00

Eric Vaughn 32:57*

JIM WEAVER 31316

Mike Wright 24:37
*extra miles, missed turnaround
Heath is 8 and Edgar is 73. Why not
come try your time in September ?

THE FIRST LAKE FLOYD TRIATHALON

in July had sixty participants
competing in swimming, biking and
running, The winning time was 37:30,
with the following HCBA members and
their placments: min:sec

12 GEORGE MOSES Ly ok
33 DAVE SEAMAN 49 k6
53 ELINOR CAMPBELL 56:07

{third of seven women)




